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Synopsis

Go behind the scenes at the Constitutional Convention, thanks to award-winning author Jean Fritz’s
words!This factual gem that’s written with Newbery Honor author Jean Fritz’s humorous touch
chronicles the hot summer of 1787 where fifty-five delegates from thirteen states huddled together
in the strictest secrecy in Philadelphia to draw up the constitution of the United States!Includes a
copy of the Constitution and those who signed it!"An informative, interesting, and immensely
readable account of the Constitutional Convention of 1787 . . . An excellent choice for introducing

young readers to the complexities of the constitution."A¢a —4a *School Library Journal
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Customer Reviews

Grade 2-5 An informative, interesting, and immensely readable account of the Constitutional
Convention of 1787. Aimed at the same audience as Fritz’ well-known series on Revolutionary
heroes (Coward), this is every bit as good as those acclaimed titles, although younger children
might need to have some terms clarified. Neatly woven into the discussion of what the framers were
doing and how they did it are some wonderfully gossippy tidbits that are sure to catch young
readers’ imagination and make it all come alive for them. The text of the Constitution is included, as

well as several pages of notes that expand upon some of the points that the main text touches



upon. DePaola’s choice of what to illustrate is excellent, as he has selected situations that have
great child appeal. His illustrations, many of which are in color, add a further touch of good humor to
the proceedings, particularly the sourpuss expressions on some of the founding fathers. This is
superior to Marilyn Prolman’s Story of the Constitution (Childrens, 1969), which is for the same age
group. It is similar in style to Henry Steele Commager’s The Great Constitution (Bobbs-Merrill,
1961), which is for an older audience. Fritz’ ability to simplify without condescending makes this an
excellent choice for introducing young readers to the complexities of the constitution. Elaine Fort
Weischedel, Turner Free Lib . , Randolph, Mass.Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

"An informative, interesting, and immensely readable account of the Constitutional Convention of
1787 . .. An excellent choice for introducing young readers to the complexities of the
constitution."A¢a -4 *School Library Journal"ln her conversational and entertaining style, Fritz takes
readers behind the scenes to learn what it was like during the Constitutional Convention of 1787 . . .
A really delightful way to learn American history."A¢a —4a «Children’s LiteratureA A

Exactly what | was looking for!

I'm active in a DAR chapter and each year we visit classrooms in colonial dresses for Constitution

Week. | plan to give these to some of the teachers.

love it

It's never too late to discover what the writers of our GREAT Constitution wentthrough to compose

this incredible document. short book .. quite interesting!!

This book is a wonderful way to help students understand the events leading up to and including the
writing of the Constitution. | used it with my 8th graders and it was much easier for them to
understand than the textbook.

Constitution Week is September 17-23! Great book for educating children.

The book was very clear and easy to use with the lesson plans | found. My students enjoyed



reading this type of book.

The book was just what | needed for the class.The book corresponds with a video that we show

every year.
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